2020 Board of Directors
Chair
Katie Galloway, MBA, RD, LD, IBCLC
Katie is a Public Health Program Coordinator for the WIC Program in
Dakota County. She is also the breastfeeding coordinator for the
Dakota County WIC program and consults with worksites and child
care providers through the SHIP grant in Dakota County. Katie
believes proper nutrition and establishing healthy habits early is key to
lifelong health. Supporting and advocating for breastfeeding families is
a key piece of that. Katie has been a member of the Minnesota
Breastfeeding Coalition’s steering committee for two years and this is
her first Board of Director’s position. Katie is a Registered Dietitian
and an International Board Certified Lactation Consultant. She has a
BS in Dietetics from the University of North Dakota and a Master in
Business Administration from Hamline University.

Past Chair
Desiree Ahrens, MA, IBCLC, NBC-HWC
My personal mission statement is simply: strengthening moms. With
a background as an IBCLC, Health and Wellness Coach, and a
mom, I strive daily to live out my mission. Strong moms can come in
many different forms from physical strength to emotional strength,
and everywhere in between. I currently live in Rochester with my
husband, twin boys and daughter. I work in Employee Well-Being
leading prenatal, postnatal, and parenting programs. In my private
practice, I offer in-person lactation consultations and online
education. Working with the wonderful volunteers of the MBC, I am
surrounded by many people from different professions all striving to
do good. My involvement in the subcommittees of Advocacy, Equity
and Access, and Events allows me to use my greatest strengths:
perseverance and passion, to increase access to breastfeeding
support for families of Minnesota.

Treasurer
Marcia McCoy, MPH, IBCLC
Marcia has been an Internationally Board Certified Lactation Consultant
(IBCLC) since 2000. She was the coordinator of the Hennepin County
Peer Breastfeeding Support Program from 2005 to 2015. Marcia
obtained an MPH from UMN School of Public Health in 2015 and now
works as an epidemiologist with the Minnesota Department of Health
WIC Program. Her job duties include breastfeeding surveillance data,
program evaluation, and collaboration with community groups advancing
breastfeeding. She has been involved with the MBC since 2009 and
collaborates on the Hmong Breastfeeding Initiative. Most importantly,
she’s the mother of three adult sons. Marcia has served in the past as
Treasurer for both the MBC and La Leche League of Minnesota and the Dakotas.

At-Large
Jill Branovsky, MA, RNC, IBCLC
Jill Branovsky is the Clinical Manager of M Health Fairview Woodwinds
Medical-Surgical/Oncology unit. Jill has over 25 years of RN experience
caring for birthing families. Jill has been certified as an International
Board Certified Lactation Consultant since 2000. She is also certified as
a Maternal Newborn Nurse. Jill earned her Bachelors of Nursing degree
from Winona State University and a Master's of Nursing Leadership from
Bethel University. For her Master’s capstone research she identified
factors that influence exclusive breastfeeding in the in-patient setting. Jill
first began breastfeeding coalition work 5 years ago in Washington
County where she works and lives with her husband of 25 years. They
have three wonderful sons, who are all Eagle Scouts. The family loves
to camp and relieve stress riding on her jet ski 60+ miles/hr!

At-Large
Jeanne Friebe, RN, BSN, IBCLC , RNC-LRN
Jeanne has been working with breastfeeding families for the past 35
years as an RN on the Family Birthing Center at St. Cloud Hospital in
Labor and Delivery, postpartum, the NICU, and through Childbirth
Education instructing. In working with the NICU level 2 and 3 premature
newborns and their families, she found that her passion for breastfeeding
flourished as she worked with mothers struggling to breastfeed, produce
milk and pump. In 1997, she was hired to start an in-patient Lactation
Program at the St. Cloud Hospital and had the opportunity to focus most
on the breastfeeding population. In 1999, she became an IBCLC. She is
also currently certified through the NCC in the Low Risk Newborn
population and serves on the content writing team for that organization.
She was just selected to be a study module writer for ILCA. In August
2019, she began a new chapter, in an outpatient Clinic setting with a focus on Lactation, a dream come
true, many years in the making. She is currently co-chair of the CMB and recently opened a Milk Depot in
Central MN. The St. Cloud hospital, where she started her nursing and lactation consulting career, is
considering pursuing the designation of Baby Friendly. She is in early stages of starting a Baby Café in
collaboration with Stearns County Public Health and the St. Cloud YMCA. She and her husband have 5
children. Breastfeeding was a struggle with the first one, so her empathy for first time mothers is real.
The grand children are starting to arrive, which she and her husband are really enjoying.

At-Large
Tina Louks-Raatz, RN, IBCLC
Tina is a passionate breastfeeding advocate. She began her nursing career
as an intern in an obstetric unit, this was the first time she witnessed a mother
breastfeeding. This experience is what ignited her passion for all things
lactation. She has worked with new families in the hospital setting for the last
10 years. Tina is passionate about empowering families and communities to
make informed decisions through education and support on the benefits of
breastmilk feeding. Tina became a Certified Lactation Counselor in 2016 and
an International Board Certified Lactation Consultant in 2017. It is Tina’s
mission to empower families to meet their infant feeding goals. Tina believes
that if more families had the right support and education from the very
beginning, through weaning, that more infants would be given the gift of their
mother’s milk. Tina has been a member of the Olmsted Area Breastfeeding
Coalition since 2016 and looks forward to strengthening the support and
education all Minnesota families and communities receive as a member of the Minnesota Breastfeeding
Coalition.

At-Large
Ann Simonsen Oswood, CNM, IBCLC
Ann is a certified nurse-midwife and IBCLC with M Health-Fairview
(formerly HealthEast), based at the Maplewood and Woodwinds Clinics.
Ann has been a midwife for 25 years and has been offering outpatient
breastfeeding support as part of her practice since 2008. In 2017 she
joined the lactation team at HealthEast and made lactation consulting
the central part of her practice, becoming an IBCLC in 2018. Ann has
been working to solidify and expand the outpatient lactation program
since that time, developing data collection and outreach methods
designed to help midwifery clients reach their breastfeeding goals.
Ann's midwifery philosophy informs her work as a lactation consultant,
as she believes that both a solid foundation in evidence-based practice
and a faith in the breastfeeding dyad's ability to find harmony together
are critical aspects of the work. Ann received her Bachelor's of Science
in Nursing from St. Olaf College, and Master's of Science in Nursing with specialty in Midwifery from Yale
University. She lives in Shoreview with her husband and teen daughter, and has two grown sons.

At-Large
Lisa Roberts, MPH
Lisa has been working with the Minnesota Breastfeeding Coalition
since 2016. She holds a Master’s in Public Health nutrition and has
focused her post-graduate work on breastfeeding promotion and
maternal, infant and young children’s nutrition health. She is
currently working toward becoming a La Leche League leader to
further support her work in breastfeeding promotion and support.
Lisa, her husband and two daughters live in South Minneapolis.

At-Large
Candace Wegerson, MPH
Candy is currently a Planning Grants Analyst for the Minnesota
Department of Health WIC Program. She has provided technical
assistance to Local Agency WIC Programs for over 30 years. She
became interested in breastfeeding promotion during her work with
MDH and eventually joined the Northland Breastfeeding Coalition in
NE Minnesota. Although she does not provide direct service to
families, her interest is in policy development to enhance support and
education for mothers to complete their breastfeeding goals. This is
her first opportunity to serve on the Minnesota Breastfeeding
Coalition Board.

